
YEAR 1 PHONICS 
MEETING

Autumn 2022.



Aims of our workshop
• To understand our approach to teaching 

children how to read and write in school,
•To understand where your children are with their 

phonics journey and how this will progress during 
the children’s time in Year 1,

•To understand how you can support your child 
with their phonics and reading skills at home,

•To understand the Phonics Screening check which 
will take place at the end of Year 1.





F2 Phonics
•Phase 2,
•Phase 3, 
•Phase 4.

Phoneme, grapheme, 
digraph, trigraph, blend,
segment, decode.



Year 1

• Phase 5 phonics.
•Phase 5 is split into Phase 5a, b and c as it is 
very complex.
•Phonics screening check.



Key Vocabulary which the children 
will learn in Year 1.
Split digraph: two letters which make one phoneme, split between a consonant. E.g a-e 
as in cake.

Alternative spelling: When a phoneme can be spelt in more than one way. E.g the /ee/ 
phoneme in bee, sea, key and athlete.

Alternative pronunciation: When a grapheme has more than one phoneme e.g ow as in 
cow and blow.



Phase 5a – alternative spellings and 
split digraph.



Introducing alternative graphemes 
for phonemes which the children 

already know.
Phase 3 Phase 5a



Strategies which the children will 
use – this is consistent throughout 
Phase 2 – 5.

cat

duck

?

cake



Phase 5b – alternative 
pronunciation.



Introducing alternative phonemes 
for graphemes which the children 

already know.
Phase 3 Phase 5b



Phase 5c – alternative spellings.



What a lesson looks like
• Revisit and Review prior learning,
•Teach a new grapheme,
•Practise reading a new grapheme or writing a new 
grapheme in a word.
•Apply new knowledge by reading or writing the new 
grapheme in a sentence.
•Challenge: play a game to embed the learning which 
has taken place.



Phonics Screening Check
• Word reading check – 40 words,
• Takes around 10 minutes,
• It is designed to not be stressful for 
the children to complete,

• Real words and ‘alien’ words,
• Children have been taught all of the 
graphemes which appear within the 
screening check,

• If the children do not pass the 
screening, they will be given extra 
support and will retake the test in Year 
2.



Reading Books



Year 1 – Reading Book Bands.
Blue Phase 4 Y1 – Autumn 

Green Phase 5a Autumn 
End of Autumn

Orange Phase 5b/c Spring/Summer

Turquoise
End of 
Year 1

Phase 5 Summer
End of Summer



How can you support at home?
• Use the Phase 3-5(a/b/c) sound mats which your child has at home, ask them to point to a grapheme and spell out 

words – they can pretend to ‘type’ the words onto their sound mat.

• Download the Teach your Monster to read app from the app store.

• Play games on the Phonics Bloom and Phonics Play websites.

• Read the books which have been sent from school as often as you can with your child. When the children are 
reading their books have their sound mats to hand. If they are stuck on a grapheme, you can point it out on the 
sound mat – seeing the image can help!

• Ask children to write for a purpose – this could be a letter, card, shopping list, or something else!

• When writing, encourage children to segment the sounds they can hear. When writing independently, we encourage 
children to write words in a phonetically plausible way. This means that they do not have to be spelt correctly at 
this point, but they can be read using the phonics knowledge they have. However, as they move through school, 
correct spelling will become a priority. Encourage your child to say the sentence they plan to write and count the 
number of words on their fingers.

• Practise letter formation using the same rhymes which we use at school, these can be found in the Phonics 
Handbook under the Phonics section of the school website,

• Continue to spread the joy of books and help to instill a love of reading by sharing story books daily and visiting book 
shops and libraries regularly. Helping children to recognise that by learning phonics they will have access to the 
wonderful world of books and reading is key!



Thank you so much for your time 
and support. 

Any Questions? 


